
Adding Color to Your 
Scriptures 

 
Why mark in my scriptures? 

 
1.   Marking helps you keep track of that 
wonderful passage so you can find it again. 
 
Boyd K. Packer has taught: 
 

The important thing is to underline [the scriptures] 
and make marginal notes of some kind so you can find 
them again (Teach Ye Diligently, p. 166). 
 
2.   Marking prepares your scriptures for 
future learning. 
 
If I have marked the footnotes in my text, then while 
studying for my Sunday school class I will be drawn 
into the footnotes, which enriches my learning.  Any 
time spent marking footnotes is well worth it.   
 
If I know that Doctrine & Covenants 42 is “The Law,” 
and I’ve marked a few verses, then when I study it 
again, I will see my markings and look for other laws 
in that section.    
 
3.    Marking prepares your scriptures for 
future teaching. 
 
If I have marked all the references to light in yellow, 
then when a student asks me a question about light, I 
can just open my scriptures and read what I marked.  
The same is true for attributes of God, or Joseph Smith 
Translations. 
 

 

Footnotes 
 
GR  = translation from the Greek 
Example:  Mark 9:45a (p. 1258) 
 

HEB = translation from the Hebrew 
Example:  Deut. 16:21a (p. 280) 
 

IIIEEE      ===   aaannn   eeexxxppplllaaannnaaatttiiiooonnn   ooofff   iiidddiiiooommmsss   aaannnddd   
dddiiiffffffiiicccuuulllttt   cccooonnnssstttrrruuuccctttiiiooonnnsss   
Example:  Isaiah 58:4b (p. 931) 
 

JST = Joseph Smith Translation 
Example:  Exodus 7:1b & 1c (p. 88) 
 

OR = alternate words to clarify 
the meaning of archaic 
expressions 
Example:  Luke 24:49b (p. 1324) 
 

Editorial Notes = other helps 
Example:  2 Nephi 12:2a (p. 81) 
 
 

Sample Color System 
 
Navy blue = divine nature of Godhead  
Red = scriptures meaningful to me 
Green = teaching phrases  
Orange = commandments or “to do’s” 
YYYeeellllllooowww   ===   aaannngggeeelllsss   wwwhhhooo   ssseeerrrvvveee   GGGoooddd///llliiiggghhhttt   
Purple = prophecies fulfilled/JST’s 
Gold = virtue 
Light blue = blessings of obedience 
Pink = comfort scriptures 
Brown = the natural man 
 
 

Sample Methods 
 
Bold          = 2 Nephi 10:23 
Underline        = Mosiah 2:17 
Circle           = Mosiah 3:13 
Shading            = 2 Nephi 8:3 
Numbers    1 2 3        = 1 Nephi 19:11  
Box/brackets      ⎡  ⎦  
     Words        = Mosiah 15:7 
     Paragraphs         = Alma 31:15-18 
     Parables/Miracles        = Luke 15:4  
Tiny pictures:  ♥, ,  . . . 
     Hearts        = D&C 25:13 
     Tiny note        = 1 Nephi 1:8 
     Envelopes        = Alma 54:5-14 
     Temple        = 3 Nephi 27:29  
 
 
 

Words of the Prophets 
 
President Howard W. Hunter 
 

We ought to have a Church full of women and men 
who know the scriptures thoroughly, who cross-
reference and mark them…   
 

(Satellite address to religious educators, 10 Feb. 
1989.) 
 
President Spencer W. Kimball: 
 

I stress again the deep need each woman has to study 
the scriptures. We want our homes to be blessed with 
sister scriptorians… as you become more and more 
familiar with the truths of the scriptures, you will be 
more and more effective in keeping the second great 
commandment, to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Become scholars of the scriptures—not to put others 
down, but to lift them up! After all, who has any 
greater need to “treasure up” the truths of the gospel 
(on which they may call in their moments of need) 
than do women and mothers who do so much 
nurturing and teaching? 
 

(Spencer W. Kimball, “The Role of Righteous 
Women,” Ensign, Nov 1979, 102) 
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